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ALL THINGS NEW 

Thank you for all your letters and contributions. The 
film created such a response that I am now a foreig n stamp 
collector and am following the advice given in January's 
Responaut. * ·· 

Responaut, bei~g a comparatively new word, is now ·being 
considered for inclusion in the shorter Oxford English 
Dictionary • . . Responauts, being dependent on mechanical 
respirators for their very life's breath and on other people's 
pairs of hands for even their most basic and intimate: ne·eds, 
need far more help than is at present available under the 

* -Enquiries concerning the film should be adq,ressed to:­
Miss Hazel Swift, T.V. Informa.tion Officer, Central Office 
of Information, Hercule.s Road, Westminster Bridge . Road, 
London, S.E.1. 
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National Health Service Act of 1946. 

When the Act was made law it was not medically 
feasible for a respiratory paralysis survivor to live at 
home. During the last decade many of us have sounded out 
the community care support and tried to set up home again, 
resuming as many of our obligations and responsibilities 
as poss ible. Some of us jumped right in many years ago 
and have had to struggle very hard to survive. 

All human beings have basic needs. Food, warmth, 
shelter, affection, work, laughter, to mention a few. 
Human be ings c~nnot live in a state of suspended animation. 
The aesthetic problem posed by o~_r survival must be 
pursued to its logical conclusion and a flexible code of 
assistance necessary for comprehensive care must be 
established. Respiratory paralysis and its resulting 

_handicap is a new t erritory. Most of the solution,9 0have 
been or are being worked out by the paralysed people 
themselves and their nearest and dearest, supported by 
many friends, N.H.S:. ·and others. If a responaut is 
carrying a degree of disability that would handicap several 
people, then ·it is obvious that he needs the amount of 
help that would norm?.lly -~e ·provided for several people . 

·r 'r~ad· :ci. . Swahili prov~rb the :~ther a.~; -~hich says 
"a patient :man eats ripe·_fruit'~ and ·tliis . is certainly 
proving t :rue for us now. . The very word responaut _is 
known and talked about in high places, has been published · 
in numerous journals and m_any of us have proved for a 
period. bf years that ' we c"an· survive w:ith hel'p and these 
facts must surely encourage good Sainar·itaris who wish to 
aid ail -responauts to re-J:;ur.ri t,o, as· nei:ir' no,rmal Tif e as 
possible~ 

With respect T have suggested to the Minister.or' Health 
. that our extraord:inary - une.riviabie position ·b·e· investigated . 
9y ·a person or persons who., through working -with people· 
afJlicted with se•rere respiratory paralysis·, have come to 
know some aspects of their peculiar problems. . . Patiently 
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we have followed the procedures laid down by authorities., . .. 
County authorities, M.P's and Ministers. Mariy of our friends 
are writing: to their ~t.P'S arid other influential people but if 
it is true · that·no one in all the thousands of people appointed 
to help us has the power· which can in fact improve our position 
statutorily, we are relying on the mercy and .gracious under­
standing of Her Majesty the Queen, to whom a registered letter 
1.r1as .~ent in February begging a special charter - a new charter 
for severely disabled people who ·cannot survive with.but mEichanical 
and human help 1 · as an echo ·of :.that old well accepted Magna Carta 
which was brought about to protect vulnerable :people- in 12150 

We shall be sending copies of our application for a Charter 
very soon. We shall also be sending copies of the original 
Magna Ca!"ta to all responaµts on the register. 

· M~re power to all our eibows. June's topics are Help 
and Housing - all problems and solutions on these as well as 
this issue's topics of Education anci · Employment · should be sent 
in soon so.:th.at , we can catch up and distribute the June issue 
in June. 

Once again we send our most grateful thanks to all our 
benefactors and our loy~l,._ _ba:g._d qf help1;;_rs :who diligently lick, 
stamp and post the Resporiaut and all the letters concerned with 
it. ' 

EDITOR. 

This Quarter's Topic - ·Employment and Education. 

(1) . · Employment - The Disabled Persons Register - An 
Empl,oyment Service for the Disabled . 
_There is a leaflet (D.P.L1. ) telling you about the 

Disabled Persons Register and the other services provided by the 
Minist.ry_ of Laboi,ir under the Disabled Persons (Employment) Acts. 
The Acts aim.at helping all those who wish fo work for a living 
but are han,dic1:?..pped by disability in getting and keeping 
suitable employment. Experience has shown that most disabled 
people can take their place in the working community and hold 
their own iri competition with others if the occupation is 
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chosen carefully. 

Answers to some of the questions that may occur t ,q _ 
you are given in the leaflet, but ,only the main points 
can be cov~red. If you want furthe~. details please 
contact any Employment Excha:qge and --ask for the ,Disablement 
Resettlement Officer (usually known .as the D.R.O.). · 

Extract from the Conclusions of-the International Seminar 
on Sheltered Employpent, held in Stockholm, Sweden from 
Sept. 30th through Oct. 1st. 1964. · 

Management & Staff Requirements 

"E. 30. Part-time shelterad employment should only 
be· considered for specific medical, 
psychological and social reasons provided 
that efficient production can be maintained." 

I e;xpect like me you nearly fell out of -bed with 
surprise -if you heard during Jack de Mania's programme 
the statement that everyone could be found a job, no 
matter what his disability. This is being followed up 
and I will report back. 

(2) . Education. - Advice from A.C.E. 
,. , 11 I am afraid we have little information which 

will help you wi~h your problem and can really only 
suggest various ·bodies who might be able to help you 
in your attempts to assist your Responauts with their 
educational and employment difficulties •. 

Firstly; ·· the· Spastics Society (Director, 
Dr. C.P. Stevens, M.B.E~; O.St.-J., -M.B., CH.B., 
12 Park Crescent, London; W.1;) would, most probably, be 
able to help with details of how they approach their 
problems which must, in many cases, be parallel to yours. 
Dr. Stevens would, at least, · be abl~ to put you in touch 
with people who would be interested in the technical 
teaching aids needed tp help your Responauts overcome 
their physical handicaps. 

Other associations which come to mind and 
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which..'WOuld.,, perhaps, be able to offer assistance , include:­

(1) The Assoc-iation of Programmed Learning, 6a Winchester 
Road, London,' ,:N. W. 3 

(2) The N&t'ional Committ'e~ for Audio-Visual Aids, 33 Queen 
Anne · Street, Lond·o.n, W.1. 

The employment officer at your branch of the Ministry 
of ¼,.bour would be able to,:discuss with you the opening available 
for handicapped persons and make useful suggestions as to 
training centres etc • 

. r ·am sure you will already have contacted your local 
Director of Education for advice. 

A ~ook you should consult to find out about charities 
and trusts .,..jhich might help to bear the cost of any apparatus 
necessary to start training schemes is "The Annual Charities 
Digest" publlshed by The Families Welfare Association. Another 
publication is "Trusts and Foundations" published by Bowes & 
Bowes. Both these should be available at your local reference 
library. 

POST 

The followiJ11.g letters do not necessarily contain the 
views of the editor, but are_ believed to be the sincere and 
gen~ine views of the .contributors. 

From the New Minister .bf Health. 

As you kno~, Mis~_J~n~ie Lee sent on to me your lette,r 
enc~osing a copy o~ "~t · Responaut" . · 

I have every sympathy with these people who are so severely 
afflic t ed and great admiration for your and their courageous 
efforts to lead wor.t~w~ile, interesting lives. I am sure your 
magazine doe:;, much _to ·brighten the days of your fellow 
"responauts". - · · · · -

(C~ntinued over) 
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As you know, local welfare authorities and many 
voluntary organisations give much help in providing 
occupational activities and arranging holidays for· · 
severely disabled people living at home. I hope that 

· the request in ·the ·September issue for suggestions for 
hobbies and holidays for "responauts11 ·will produce many 
new ideas. · 

I have r ecently reviewed the whole question of 
constant a ttendance to which you specially refer in your 
l etter, but it is clear to me that the Staffing rec~u~ces 

_of the authorities. are severely stra ined by _t~e many 
calis upon them. I have been obliged to conclude that . 

' ' ' 0 ' ' ' ' 
I must .continue to lea ve each authority to decide how . 
much help they can give in each case, having regard to 
·the circunistances and the stEiff available~ ·· ·.· 

I am sorry I cannot ·give a more encouraging answer 
at this time. 

Yours sincerely, 
Kenneth Robinson. 

Letter -from Ministry of Health. - .1, · 

You wrote _to the Minister on 5th March and again on 
the 20th March and 2nd April to seek his agreement to the 
publication in "The Responaut" of _h:i,s _1._etter. .oL.16th 
February. There was for some reason a delay in arrival 
cf your first letter, byt I now write ,to say that the 
Minister readily g1-ves his permission to publication of 
}lis letter. 

You mentioned too the possibility of the appointment 
of a li:aison officer betwee_n the Ministry and sufferers . 
from residuai respiratory paralysis. · I am afraid this 
w0uld not be practicable. 



- 7 -

May I make, however, two or three suggestions, recognising 
that they may well have occurred to you already? 

Firstly, you might think it valuable to put yourself in 
touch with some of the la~ger volun\ary bodies t,hat have a 
na tional coverage and are interested in the· same kind of 
problem. The British Polio Fellowehip obvously comes to mind 
because it i~ concerned with polio itself. But the British 
Red Cross Society also does much in this field and there are 
bodies which are specially concerned with the problems Qf .. 
paralysis (though not necessarily of respira tory pa ralysis) with 
whom informa tion could be usefully exchanged. 

Secondly, the Minister has not.ed what you have sa id about 
help in the provision of hobbies for people who are substantially 
par a lysed. • While it is true that local welfare authorities 
a r e still de veloping their s ervices, and that not all are at 
the point at which they wouid give the help required, much 
progress is being made and they are generally anxious to provide 
what is needed. Perhaps you might care to consider sending 
a copy of the next issue of "The Responaut", in which we know 
you hope to include information about hobbies, to the County 
\·/elfare Officer of your own county, suggesting that one of his 
officers might discuss the possibilities and problems with you. 
Members in other areas might care to follow that example. 

Thirdly, if the welfare authority does not know, it 
cannot help·. There is some e-vidence that severely disabled 
people do not seek tha t form of help by applying to the welfare 
officer to be registered. Perhaps y.ou would encourage your 
members to do this. 

Yours sincerely, 
R.A. Birch. 

County Communication. 

Thank you for your letter. 

YE!s indeed .we do receive copies of the · 11Resporiaut 11 and 
find it or great interest. 

Yours sincerely, . 
County Medical Officer, 

Royal County of Berkshire. 
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Pa'tient Advertising ·.:.::,._ 

A. polio patient has. just given me a copy 0f the 
Responaut .which I must confess I . hadn't heard before. 
I enjoyed reading it a:ridfound it most informative. 

Signed: Socialworkerfor thehandicapped 
· Surrey Ceunty Council. 

Building Help . 

I appreciate receiving your letter and the inform­
atiop it contains. I return your article (Lancet 12.0.64-.) 
which I found inspiring. 

I wonder if .you are acquainted with the book 
DE~IGNING FOR THE DISABLED, prepared .by one of your 
fellow countrymen, Selwyn Goid~mith . * 

* 

With bes·t wishes for the future. 
Very sincereiy yourfJ, 

Donald V. Wilson. 
Secretary General International 

Society, New York. 

This publication can be . obtained from The Inter­
national Society for Rehab.ilitation of the Disabled, 
219 East 44th . St ., 6th -floor, New York, N."X .10017, 
U. S .A. or; · 

R. I ; B. A. Technical Information Service, 66 P:orfland 
Place, London, W. 1. England, price 50/-. · 

News from Toomez J. - . 

I received and read the l a test isE;;u~ of THE RESPONAUT 
yesterday. I marvel at how much you can get in an issue. 
l bet those staples couldn't hold cne more page. It 

· sounds like you're getting your message around . Hope you 
can see some concrete evidence of it soon-. 

Gina, our able body aide and Sue, our horizontal 
editor, are busy with GAZETTE proofs but they keep getting 
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interrupted. They a re also involved in orgam.zing a committee 
to make plans to build a "b.ome" for respos. They're really 
starting from scratch. No one ever, hea rd of such a thing! 
We have, except for veterans hospitals, only homes for aged and 
the bedridden. So f a r it seems the best plan would have only 
3 to 5 permanent respos. - tha t i.s to live there all the time, 
plus rooms for respos. during home emergencies (not able to get 
ca r e a t home for short time) and vaca tions. Private or semi­
priva te sleeping , sitting rooms, one dining hall, l a rge reception 
room plus therapy, working a r eas. Perhaps closed T.V. circuit 
a t ~ght so 1 a ttendant 9ould watch all. They're starting a 
big "selling" job to get interest up. (And Spring 1 64 was l ast 
GAZETTE - you haven't missed anything!) 

Ruth Davis. Cleveland, Ohio. 

Practical Suggestion. 

Thank you so much for sending me The Responaut which 
certa inly conta ined a world of informa tion, and I do congr a tula te 
you. 

R~garding the letter from L.W., Berkshire, in which the 
writer says he is trying to obtain a place at University, I 
wonder whether you will be kind enough to pass on to him the 
enclosed letters from the Sunday Times in .ca se he has not seen _ 
them. I would suggest he contacts Dr. Hamilton of-Jhe -· . 
University of York. Also, I have informa ti6i1 r egar .ding E,eading 
University who a re wi'lling to t ake wheelchair' us·ers and in this 
instance, the inquirer should c·ontact Mr. Vernon Mallison; 
Also Exeter University a r e sympa thetic towards problems of 
hapdicapped student,s. 

I ·do hope this informa tion will be of some use to the 
writer. 

Thank you again very much for the journal and I look forward 
t o r ece iving any futur8 copies. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ursula M.A. Payne , Informa tion Investiga tor, 
Disabled Living Activities Group of the Centra l 

Council for the Disabl ed. 
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. , ,A Doctor's Suggestion. 

·· · As · medica l corre:spondent for various magazines I 
: r eceive the RESPONAUT, ·and very much admire your efforts. 
As a wheel-chair polio r ·also have a deep. persona l , 
inter es t in the pa rticula r difficulties of those who 
must live in r espira tors. Whenever I s ee the tremendous 
damages awarded · to pa ralysed victims .of accidents, 1 
f eel pleas ed for them but a lso wistful on behalf of all 
the r est of us whose disabilities are due ,t o germs a nd · 
riot compensa t ed. . I have to ,•ark 3olly ha rd to pay for 
a housekeeper, expensive oungalow; l a:r ge c:i r ete; , e tc. 
Never mind, it i s good for the soul and I am content • . 
My r eason for writing is to suggest in r eply to Mr. Boys 
of thE! Min •. of Health , tha t the very sever ely disabled 
be giveri what 'it costs per week to keep them in Hospita l 
if they choose i nstead to live a t home. 1'hey could · 
then make their ovm a rrangements for paid help to 
supplement the: ca r e by their f amilies. The Government 

' would obviousl y Jo s·e no money, the patients would be 
happier ., a nd ther e would be no strain on the r esources ·of 
the loca l a uthorities . ··i: -~:) . . . 

Dr . G.C. Billingshurst, Sussex . 

Continuing Support 

Tha nk you ye t again for the December/January copy of 
"The Responautil, a nd I now enclose a cheque as a further 
contribution towa rds its publication. 

As wi:th the earlier · copies you letnie have , I find 
this most inter esting, and am still full of a dmira tion for 
the wonderful spirit JlOrtrayedby .the _various subscribers. 

P •. G.D. Romford. 

Ca lling all people with Myasthenia Gravis 

Thank you for sending me the September issue of The 
Responaut. I found it very L1teresting and the inform­
a tion conta ined within. · 
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Your readers may be interested to know that a nother 
illness r equiring a respira tor is Myasthenia Gravis (only when 
it is most severe:). · Although in Australia there a re notrpany 
cases, I think that' the nursing staff should be better informed 
on how to . nurse a Myasthenic. Part of the problem is, the 
shortage· of -staff~ 

.. 
Wo.1:1l<;l any of your readers have any informa tion . about , . 

Myasthenics elsewhere? 

Wishing you continued success- with each issue. 

Yours sincerely, 

Canadian Resposcape. 

(Miss) Helen Anderson, 
Ward 12, Fairfield Hospital, 

Fairfield~ Victoria , ·Ausf.ralia. 

One of my fellow patients received a copyof your "Responaut" 
l ast week, a nd I'd like you :_ to know we were very interested in 
it. You a re to be congratulated •. on such a n interesting booklet 
you a re .putting out,. _ 

Most . of us have 'been here from 4 -years to 1·0 years an.J> 
often wish we could ·go home a nd be iooked after there·~ . None 
of us has the money to pay for nursing care or housekeepers, so 
we have to stay here·. After reading the letters in your · 
"Responaut", I , ,guess we are very lucky to pave this pla ce. 
Some pa tients have gone home, but all had quite good brea.thing, 
and either have no aid or a lung just at night. ·•Two of our 
women pa tients needed household_ help, and in one case the 
municipality pnys and in the other the welfare pays . . . But such 
ca ses a re few. 

This hospital ha s two wards, one for men and the other · for 
women. There isn't much room for persona l things or priva cy, 
but you soon lea rn to do with just the necessities. We ha ve 
a good size staff, but as we a.11:tie~d help for everything, there 
is not more than is needed. We find we don't have much time 
to do as we plea se in the way of hobbies, as we have to wait 
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our turn all the time. Most of us r ead a lot. but even 
then we have to wait to get pages turned. We have 
electric page turners that are very easy. to use. They stand 
on bed t ables and hole books and magazines. You can only 
use them on a bed tha t i s still, not when rocking. Quite 
a few of us have lea rned to type. We have electric machines 
a nd some use a hand, some a mouthstick and one uses a toe 
piece and types with her foot. I own iny typewriter and 
the other two belong to the hospital. Last year ~e r aised 
enough mcmey tc buy one typewriter; it was quib a job and 
alot of fun, too. We did it by g~tti,ng novelties made 
and selling them and by r affles . 

As f a r a s car e f or the pa tient goes, this is an ideal 
· place , but from t he f ::imily point it is very bad. You grow 

away from them and f eel like a stranger, especially if you 
a r e in a differ ent city and only s ee t hem once a month or 
two or l ess times a year. We have ha d divorces in here 
and it is such a blow to the patient. Even though you do 
see their side you can't help but wonder why the mate on 
the outside f eels they ha ve to l eave the sick one. It 
s eems so cruel. We wish ther e were wards .in .hospitals in 
our own cities wher e we could stay , but so f ar they send 
everyone to Vancouver from all over B.C. 

I live in Victoria a nd ha ve two boys and a girl. My 
husband has looked a fter them alon~ for the l ast 6 years. 
Two -summers· I went home · for a week and they looked .after 
me~ . · I saw then how much I tied them down and reai1zed it 
would be unfa ir to stay home all the time; I can't imagine 
being l eft alone .in the house all day while my husband 
worked.· 

I think I've given you enough of an idea of what we have 
here, so I will close and wish you lots of luck both a t home 
and with your paper. 

M.B., Canada. 
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New Zea.land _News 

I think the journal isagreat idea arid I intend to pass it 
around here . We are lucky that polio is rather.rarer here than 
in England. On the other hand there seems to be quite a bit 
of multiple sclerosis. 

Physic. · 

· Loophole in the National Health Service 
Voluntary. 

Statutory and 

It .would be a kindness if you could spare space to allow 
rile to r eply to the paragraph on Possum in the l e tter from Mr. and 
Mrs; M., Northampton~ on .page25 of your December 1964/January 1965 
issue . · Perhaps I may deal with the facts first and then offer 
one or · two comments. 

The appearance of this. particular letter under the 
heading "Loopholes in the National Health Service" was both 
unfortunate and incorrect. · . .No Possum equipmen_t has yet been 
issued by the National Health Service. My colleague s and 
myself -have a research and development project in the Electro­
Mechanical Laboratory at Stoke Mandeville Hospital which is 
engaged in development work on control systems which include 
those under the name of "Possum". The major proportion of 
our grant :has come frorri the Polio Research Fund; the grant 
includes a sum for the provis°ion of some nineteen Possum 
equipments which were, offered· to the nomination of the Ministry 
of Health. This means that anadrriinistrative doctor at .the 
Ministry has decided; :on the hospitals and consultants who l).ave 
been offered the trial use of these equipments. It is expected 
that all of these initial nineteen equipments will have been 
instal.led by the . end of this ·June. Uritil this is done, the 
Ministry of Health will· not be in a position to take a 
decision about future supply -under the National Health Service. 
In the meantime, equipment has been paid for from the 
following sources, the British Polio Fellowship, =local Welfare 
Authorities, local groups, newspaper appeals and private 

•·· individuals. The equipment supplied to Mrs. M~ was paid for 
by the late- ·Mrs. Rickett·s herself a Respes.· 
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.The earlier Possum equipments required a small amount 
of a:ttention1.n that the indicator l;>ulbs required -replace­
ment from. time -to time. If this replQ,cement was neglected 
until .about six bulbs were required then there was a 
tendency for the fuse to blow, this was quite deliberate to 
protect the circuit. So it should be realised that this 
particular equipment had become out of order by reason of 
simple neglect by Mr. M. His first request for repair 
was sent to the wrong hospital although a note had been l eft 
of both our address and ·telephorie ·number. 

Then the next error is unfortunately in the letter 
itself or in the reprinting of it, namely, the phrase "and 
.the second r epa'ir in November" which comes in the fourth 
line of the second paragraph; ' This should presumably 
r ead "and t he second r equest for repaif Jn November". 
The improvement r eferred to r elated to a change in circuit 
which r ende·I"ed subsequent equipments entirely foolproof 
so that any amount of neglect in fa:tlure to replace bulbs 
would not' a'ff ect- the control circuitry. We were anxious 
to spare Mr.·_;.t,4 1 s f eelings and no mention of this was made 

• in the partidular 'letter. One of these "foolprqof" 
equiptnents •:has• subsequently been installed at Mrs •. . MI s 
home. ' . . : -

After· Pat Short's sad death, Bill. Short felt ·that any 
continued close association with the Sele.ctascan equipment 
which he had designed and construct~d, would. only continue 
to remind him of the paralysed Pat f1hen he ·wanted the 
memories , for the next stage of life without her to be of 
the courageous. Pat who had shared a love •with him that was 
untouched by d·isabili ty. · We resp~cted :this view and 
offered to take over the maintenance of any Selectascen 
equipment in use around the: country. I should perhaps 
explain -that none of the members of. ourproject staff has 
any r el1:ltiv:es with respiratory polio; this. was -quite 
deliberate, because we felt . we could give best service if 
we were not ·,in any way em9i;ionally involved with the object 
of · our work. ·· This __ is not to imply that we are disinterest­
ed, merely that C?:UJ:.' · concern can perhaps be clearer because 
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it is not personally involved. 

Both Selectascan ,E!-p.d Pol3sum perform ~imilar functions in 
slightly different ways; . ' we shall be happy to discuss their 
mutual meri ti in any indiv:tdual cases if folk would kindly write 
to us giving a clear' de scription of- their residual control ability 
together with a list of the functions which they wish to exert 
control over. 

Now for comment. .... We would suggest that your Journal 
would best aid the real needs of the disabled if care were taken 
to ensure that the facts of any complaint were checked before 
publication and · also to ask the group or organisation being 
complained against to submit a reply for ·inserticin in your 
Journal at . the same time as the . original complaint. 

,' ' 

Our team would welcome comments from other users of both 
types of equipment so that Respes .generally may be given a chance 
to hear a cross s~ction of opinion. 

Any Respo is most welcome to come to this laboratory to see 
precisely what is going on. 

Yours truly, 

~.G. Maling. 
Project Leader. 

Practising Patient 

I r eally have no excuse for my long 1?ilence, so will not 
try. I gather that we each moved at about the same time; 
however yours was to just down the road, while mine was to the 
next village. 

I am struggling with this possum typewriter, at which it 
is necessary to huff and puff like mad, and if ons:! huffs too 
madly or -doesn't puff quite madly quite enough then of course 
all sorts of things g-0 wrong. · All sorts of frustrations, but 
one hopes that it will be worth while in the long run because 
I found that once I had l~arnt to stay up in my chair for twelve 
hours a day and more, as I now do, it was just not on to type 
with a stick as well o Meanwhile may I use .you' to practise on? 

G.W. Oxford. 
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Another writer. 

I first read about you and yo_ur family in the Sunday 
Times Magazine, and then curiously enough your short 
article in the ·Surrey County Magazine, which makes me · 
think you rimst ·1ive fairly near . . _I had sent Ori. the 
Sunday Magazine to a friend T have in just the_ same 
condition as yourself except for the respirator. He is 
ahoµt 35years old and -fell from a building --while helping 
refugees ona workcamp build homes for themselves · in 
,Au:;,tria. Just. recently he has been given a most 
marvellous new typewriter from Stoke Mandeville Hospital, 
which works .by bl·owing through a tube in · the mouth. I 
believe_it cost about £3()0, 'out there seems to · be ways 
and means of getting them; they are called possµrn 
machines. He lives in . Merthyr Tydfil, and is enjoying 
suddenly a certain amount of independence in .actually 
being able to write letters etc., without always 
having to dictate. 

J.B.' Surrey, .· 

Responauts Request. 

I am sure the r eaders of the Respona ut who import 
American or other foreign equipment will be glad to know 
about this. I find the Monaghan people of the U .S .A. so . 
helpful, prompt and eager to please that qu{te ·apart from 
the appara tus itself' ,_: which is e:iccelle"nt ·anyway - ·their · 
service is seconcr to none. . . . . •.· 

Conc erning complaints:- I have extensiv.e fil~s- on 
the subject which prove either the unsuita_bility, or far 

.. •· worse, the inability to provide prompt : (and in' my case, 
life-saving) s ·ervice, in Britaih. 

W.M., ,I. of M. 
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Duty L e tter .· ·• · 
,• , 

Thank you for your ·lette r. of 8th Decemb e r~ 

As :r, .mentioiie d Irt '.niy :previolis 1-etter the Board of Customs 
and Excise a;re able , _- -irt ce rtain circumsta nc es, to allow relief 
on equipment intended for the use of a pe rson suffering from a 
s eve r e physical disapility. You;r ,application has be en further 
cons i dered in ' consul ta:tion wi'th :the Mi nf§try of Health and I 
am glad to inform you that the rubber s eal for a Monaghan 
cuirass and the r epaired assembly mentioned in Jou;r- lette r of 
8 th De c embe r may be i mported without payment of Customs charges 
(inc::l .. uding the Temporary -Charge on Imports). 

If you wish to import Monaghan breathing equipment free of 
Custqms charges in the future you should advise this Office as 
f a r in advanc e Qf t heJ importation as possiblEi, quoting 'the 
r e f er~nee ,number ' 'B.Q. 52578/ 64" and giving<the r eTevant 
arr.:Lyal de tails, L e • . if the article s . are to be imported·~'by s ea 
or air fre ight, . pleas£!- t eil us the expecte d date and plat'.e of 
importatio;n anci :-as appropriate ( if known) , the. name df , the ship 
or t he fl,ight nwnber. {Alternathtely,, .: if - they -'are to be 
impo;r;-t ed by post please · inform u$ 'of . t h e - r e f e r :ence number ;of 
t he Notice of Arrival w.hen Jt, is rece ive{! by ·you frotrl- the ·Postal 
Depot.) 

Tl).i,s c9nc essi.OP- will be subj ?ct to r e view and t e'rmin'ation 
if, a t s ome future time, suitable British e quipment becomes 
ava ilab l e . · · ·· :, ' '·' 

. c.,.T w9µld be glad if you <?OUld l e t rne •hi ve,: '. tlfe a rrival 
de -:1:tail.s of the above mentione_d rubbe r ' seal and r e s pirator. 
asselJ'!bly .sa ;:t:P,at the nece ssary instructions can be issued ·to 
the Cust oms . -Office r con.cerne d. 0 

H. M. Gus torri~ . g/ Exe :Lse. 
-· - ~ 'I ~ , ;: , 

Pass ing on the Word. 

I r ealise it's a big problem editing, publiphing and 
posting and many othe r th~ngs which have to go into such a 
venture , but I would like to be a r egular receiver. I thought 
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it a very good magazine and such a lot of useful inform­
ation in it, so quickly passed it on to my Polio frie.nd 
(she writes their local newsletter) and asked her to 
pass it ·on and asked for ;it to go round so that as many 
as possible saw it. I pnly see her when we go to the · 
Red Cross Good Samaritan Club. She thought the same as 
me, very helpful. 

Dorothy Thompson, Flat 25, Havelock Road, 
Bromley, Kent. 

Without Aid. 

Many thanks for your reply to my letter written to 
E~itor of Sunday Times . 

My brother's case is not quite the same as yours, he 
is paralysed from the neck down .completely, as the re~ult . 
of a motor accident. I gather you are a polio victim -
hut I dare say the equipment that you ·speak of for doi~g 
things for yourself would be of _use to him also. 
Principally he is concerned with getting some kind of 
gadget that would .turn the pages of books for him. If 
you think your magazine '11Responaut" would be of help to 
him please put my name on your list. 

Any information about any eq_uipment that might help 
him I'd be very interested to hear about, also cost of 
same. 

He is married and has two young children, he is 
in his own house now, having spent two years in hospital 
one in Canada where the . accident happened and one here in 
Dublin. He gets no State Assistance of any kind so the 
cost of gadgets is important to him. Many thanks for 
your kindness in writing - hoping to hear further from 
you and that you are keeping well. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. McE. Dublin. 
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From a Respo in Hospital 

Thank you very much for the copies of The Responaut that 
you have sent me, which have proved most interesting and 
helpful. 

I read with particular interest the item about a prototype 
respirator on page 27, and I should very much like to get in 
touch with the instigator of this device. 

I am at present using a Monaghan curasse, but I expect 
to be receiving a Thomps_on,;,.Huxley multilung, which is due from 
America later in the month. When this does arrive, I hope 
that I shall then go on to a pneumobelt, and I am therefo:r;e 
more particularly concerned with a light weight positive pressure 
machine. 

·I should therefore be most grateful if you could put me in 
touch with your correspondent who describes the machine. 

I venture to add my congratulations tp the many that you 
have obviously received on the production of your magazine. 

A Word is a Word. 

Yours sincerely, 
G.C.D. Jones, 

Ward 25, .Western Hospital, 
Seagrave Road, London S.W.6. 

Thank you for your letter about the word responaut. In 
our preparations for a new edition of the Supplement t ,o- the 
o·xford · English Dictionary we have found only one quotation for 
the word in the Sunday Times of 12 January 1964. We note, 
however, that it has occurred in the other papers which you 
mention. 

It will certainly be considered for the new edit:;Lon of the 
Supplement and for the new edition of the Shorter Oxford English 
Dictionary, which is also in preparation. 

Yours truly, 
Clarendon Press, Oxford. 
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This article which first appeared in the Tirnei--0:i'.l- th€_. .r 

22nd June, 1_.964 ,_ is reproduced by kind permission -of 
the Editor. . -

RESPONAUTS 

From a Special Correspondent. 

Responauts is the name .Jo:r a new group of people which 
has evolved throtigh ' recently developed medico-electro­
engineering techniques, increasing expectation of life with 
t.he aid of mechanical respirators. 

· The Polio Research Fund, the_ British Polio Fellowship 
'and t_he Central Couric;il for_ ,the Care of the disabled, 
handicapped by the lack of a national register, are newly,, 
welded together for the common pur pose of finding and 

·. helping respona~ts• ,to re l;lurrfe normal • lives in homes of their 
own, Witnout }the ·Wa.1:--ls-:. ~- ·.-·...-

:" Disabilit~~-'ise , ::j :•espi:)nauts, are living on the · dark 
, :siil:e ,·of •· the ._-mci_on.,;:-: t When:·you · af'e firmly anchored to -a 
mechanical respirator t he -cpmpa:rative mobility, freedom 
and effectivenes s of beirig _ ~ble _to_ get around the house 
in a wheel .chair and use yo~r own hands to do the ordinary 
everyday jobs· s eems -~ig1ily' .deEiirable though unattainable. 

Being so -severely _paralysed means you stay in the same 
corner 24 hours out of 24 hours, and for each · and .e.v:e£y: ~. 
minute of those 24 hours an able person .must stay with 
y9u. It means that you must learn to, _Si~l~gat_e your 
previous responsibilities as far as you, c;:an. There must 
always be a reliable 1;3~pply of electfip}.ty; -:arid al ternatiii-e 
arrangements for hand-pumping or •'ba:tt·eiy<supplies have to . 
be organized · in case of fa:i.lure. · · · ' 

The Children pay 2 too · 

It means that your children will have to learn to 
look after themselves; will have to accept that they do., _ 
not have the outings that would normally be their due; and, 
in an affluent society, _ will have to watch other f amilies 
going out on fine -swnmer weekends while they are confined to 
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the house with you. 

It means that although you are probably aged between 20 and 
°;I) your income is going to be scrutinized by other authorities 
until your death. They will have the right to ·decide how your 
income is to be spent. 

We feel this particularly as my husband is a responsible 
hard working local goverrnnent officer and it seems that all the 
extra expense taken from his income is like imposing a fine for 
being careless in allowing his wife to be paralysed. It is a 
very good thing in the case of l _ead swinging for being fined is 
a good way to end this practice and give every encouragement to 
recovery, but where _recovery is impossible the continual drain 
on the family's income is only adding insult to injury. 

Responauts as a race a re generally cheerful, patient and 
grateful , but they are misunderstood because they are seen as 
traditional charges of the cripple societies or chronic hospit­
als. If the idea of being an inma te of a long s tay hospital 
makes you shudder you are behaving normally. The thought ot 
it makes responauts shudder too, but quite often they have no 
alternative , with all due respect to those hospitals who are 
doing an excellent job. 

How to do it 

The only respos who can ·hope to live at home are those who 
have a l arge family with lots of members willing to help or a 
very rich family with the.ability to buy in the necessary help 
or a very devoted family who_ will wear themselves to a standstill 
without giving up. 

The responaut will have to make everything in his life happen 
by remote control; he will have to organize and. direct his home, 
his job and his recreation by word of mouth or l;)y pressure of any 
available residual ability on _electrical gadgets. 

This is a very encouraging time for ·responauts to be living, 
with ast_ronauts and oceanauts ,being assisted by remote control, 
t he ef.forts of :other able bodied human beings arid ,electronic 
equipment. - , · 



- 22 -

The bravest and best choose to travel through space 
or under the ocean with full supporting staffs, the weakest 

. and m9st deprived are stil,l struggling. to establish .a way 
of life . icy which they can overcome their perpetual current 
emergency. 

We are faced with an ethical problem .of what to do 
with responautsafter the doctors and engineers have saved 
?,nd extende.d their lives. We have only j ust started 
increasing their expectation of life in depth. 

_Wheels within .Wheels - The Volunteer Emergency Service. 

The Volunteer Emergency Servic e (V.E.S.) is an 
independant, voluntary organisation of owners of motor cycles , 
scooters and mopeds -- and in some cases , of cars and vans -­
who a re . willing to offer t he_mselves and their machines, with­
out charge , for any service which is of value to the community 
technically which i s . charitable, and which does not cut 
across any commercial, trade union or similar interest • 

.. How to use us 

To make contact (routine): write or t~lephone the 
appropriate one of our County Organisers, ~,hose up to date 
addresses are regularly published in our monthly .mci,gazine; 
or Headquarters ( 1., Plough Lane, Wallington , Surrey -- use 
the Walling ton 6183 number) who will either act direct as 
call-out centre . or put you in touch with a local centre. 

The magazine is available en subscription (9/-d. a 
year post free) on appl±cation to Headquarters. 

Emergencies: Telephone the local centre where estab­
lished C-or Headquarters_;.. WALLINGTON 6o77 is reserved for 
such ·calls - who act in this capacity for all Greater London 
and most .of the home counties, and who maintain also a 
complete national register ~f members). 

Please indicate how quickly a rider is required. We 
wish to avoid taking someone from his work, if in fact a 
few more minutes are available . to allow us to find a 
shiftworker who i _s off duty. If it is ever possible to 
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to give a standby warning that an emergency call may come shortly, 
this would do much to save valuable time. 

The Headquarters call-out centre_, and some Regional ones, 
are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week including all public 
holidays. 

Mass calls: If occasions arise when- numbers of riders · 
are needed., they can be called out at very short notice. Many 
are prepare_d to cover any distance within the United Kingdom. 

Credentials 

· . : V. E. S . Members are provided with a Credentials Card bearing 
my signature; and with a distinctive badge· carrying· the symbol 
shown on the cover of this document. 

Publicity 

Publicity in the Press, on Rc,id io and television, has helped 
greatly in establishing the Service and recruiting new members, 
and therefore we are gl ad to ha ve it. However we realise that 
there may be occasions when publicity regarding any mission 
completed could be discourteous or inadvisable. In such cases , 
please advise us. 

Supplies 

Further supplies of this document are available on request, 
should you require them for other members ofyour staff. 

(Signed) Margaret·Ryerson (Mrs) 
National Organiser & Secretary. 

The following extract is re-printed by the kind permission of 
the author Magnus Ratter. 

Dog, Mart, God. 

In 1874 . a church worker found Mary Ellen, a girl of twelve, 
shockingly trea'ted by her foster-parents: but a s -no · law had 
been broken the humane workers· were baffled what to do. Nothing 
daunted, Mrs. ·Wheeler went to Henry Bergh, the famous worker for 
animals • . He gave advice; the girl at ~east is an animal; so 
they brought a court case on that count, won, from which stemmed 
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the child welfare of .the new world. 

ADVERTISEi"iENT 

.. Have ·you. read "Wider Horizons", the magazine written. 
by it's handicapped and housebound readers? It is_a bi­
monthly publication, filled with interesting articles, 
short ·stories, reviews, poetry and regular competitions, 
and it has a lively correspondence column and Christian 
section where thought and opinions on any and every 
subject are aired and shared • 

.. , Interested? . Then send 4s-.3d. for a year's subscript-
ion to: Miss A.M: Dobson, 

(W.H.), 
Windermere, 
Westmorland . 

Unconvinced? Then let me send you a sample copy and 
l eafle t (9d~ in stamps, please) and "W.H.i' can speak for 
itself! 

For your Information 

New .Horizons in Rehabilitation 

Second European International Seminar July 4th - 10th 1965 ;· 

Oxford Univ:ersity 

President: H.R.H. Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, K.G. 

Daily Programme (Provisibnal) 

Sunday 4th July Arrival and Registration of Delegates. 

Monday 5th July Official opening - Cardia.c Medicine -
Cardiac Surgery - Cerebral Pa lsy - Eye 
Surgery - Muscular Dystrophy. 

Tuesday 6th July Prostheses - their development and future. 

Wednesday 7th July. The Role of the Day Hospital -
Personality Disorders - Visits - Civic 
Reception. 



Thursday 8th July 

Friday 9th July 

Saturday 10th July 

BACK RESTS 
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\Jhither Medical Rehabilita tion? -
Domiciliary Care - Transport - Building 
Standards. 

The Ageing in Industry - Sheitered 
Employment - The Employer - The Handicapped 
speak for themselves. 

Departures. 

.. . 
¥egarding Cheltenham enquiry concerning wind,-up back rests. 

James Nuthall Limited, 
Castleton Spring Works, 
Ca stleton, 
Rochda l e. 

Wi nd-up bed rest for hospita l or .domestic-type bed about 
£12.1Os , Od . 

O.T. Oxford. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Toomey J. Ga zette, Editoria l Office, Box 149 , Chagrin .Falls, 
Ohio, U.S.A. 

The Bulletin, Mrs. Alison Barnes , (Ed.), 77 Leith Mansions , 
Maida Vale, London, w.9. 

National Cripples Journal, Len Tasker, (Ed.), ;IJ Thistley 
Field, Coundon, Coventry, Warwicks . 

The Popin jay , c/o V. R. Stewart Esq., Polio Unit, Priorsdean 
Hospital, Milton Road, Portsmouth, Hants. 

Puffin, Ken Holland, (Ed.), Polio Unit, Rush Green Hospital, 
Romford, Essex. 

Wider Horizons, c/o Miss A. M. Dobson, "Yewdale", Brow Crescent, 
Winder mere , Westmoreland. 

The Cheshire Smile, Frank E. Spath, (Ed.), Le Court, Hants. 

The Muscular Dystrophy Group, Quarterly Journal, 26 Borough 
High Road, London, S.E.1. -
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Rehabilitation (Journa l of The British Council for 
Rehabilitation of the Disabled) Tavistock 
Hotise · (south), Tavistock Square, London W.C.1. 

BOOKS. 

Hcrizontal Man , by Paul Bates & John Fellows: Longmans. 
Felio is not for Pity, by Irene Holdsworth: Allen & Unwin. 
Take my Hands, ty Dorothy Clarke Wilson: Hodder & Stoughton. 
Margin of Safety, by John Rowan Wilson: Collins. 

Do ask for these books from your public library. 

ORG.ANISA'I'IONS 

It is in~ended to publish a list of orgonis ations· willing to 
help Resposo The ti!:'€ ha s co rieI t hink . It is hoped tha t a 
list of na111es, addres s es and t el ephone nu :mbers, will be 
availab l e for th e June issue. _ We welcome calls fro~ 
orp- snis at i ons wr:mting to hel p , and suggestions from_ Respos 
about ore::cnisat ions whfoh I1ave been_ u~eru1. 

( 

' 
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THE DONKEY 

When fishes flew and forests wa lked 
And figs grew upon thorn, . 

Som.e ynor ent when t ;1e moon wa s blood, 
Then surely I was born. 

With monstrous head and sickening cry 
.And ears like erran t _ wings, 

The devil's walking parody 
On all four-foot ed ·things. 

The t attered outlaw of t he earth, 
Of ancient crooked will; 

Starve , scourge, deride me : I am.dumb, 
I keep yny secret stil}. 

Fools! For I also had my hour; 
One far fierc e hour and sweat: 

Th ere was O shout about my ears, 
.And palm., before ·rny feet. 

G. K. Chesterton. 
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